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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

PRESS	RELEASE 
‘A Boat for Bangladesh’ Chosen for 11th Annual San Francisco International 
Ocean Film Festival 
  
DHAKA  - “A Boat for Bangladesh”, a short documentary depicting the healthcare and other work of Friendship 
among some of the country’s most impoverished rural residents is an official selection of the Ocean Film 
Festival taking place in San Francisco in March.  
 

Written and produced by American filmmakers Lisa Genasci and David Conover, the 15-minute documentary 
focuses on Friendship’s ship hospitals and wider healthcare services. The film, which will be shown in San 
Francisco on March 7th, highlights the Rongdhonu Friendship Hospital, the most recent addition to the 
Friendship fleet.  
 

Formerly Greenpeace’s Rainbow Warrior II, Rongdhonu set sail in January 2013 providing primary healthcare 
to those in need of medical support in the Bay of Bengal region.   
 

Friendship Bangladesh officially began work in 2002 in the neglected north of the country, providing some of 
the most vulnerable people globally with health care, education, livelihood support and, ultimately, dignity.   
 

The shifting sandbar islands and riverbank areas in the north as well as the country’s southern coastal belt are 
inhabited by millions of rural dwellers who are often without access to basic services. Many of Friendship’s 
beneficiaries live in disaster prone areas that experience annual flooding and cyclones and must adopt a 
nomadic lifestyle making their lives particularly challenging. 
 

The story of Friendship began with a discarded river barge from France and the vision of French sailor Yves 
Marre, his wife, Runa Khan, and her father Alimur Rahman Khan. The Lifebuoy Friendship Hospital, and the 
Emirates Friendship Hospital have served millions of Bangladesh’s poorest over the past ten years.  
 

The most recent addition to the fleet, the Rongdhonu Friendship Hospital, brings with it to the Southern 
coastal areas of Bangladesh Greenpeace’s longstanding message of courage, peace and the need to take care 
of our environment.  
 

Friendship beneficiaries live with challenges made more severe by climate change. In Bangladesh, a low-lying 
country of 230 rivers and 160 million people, two-thirds of the land is less than five meters above sea level. 
The country has long been prone to flooding, soil erosion and saltwater intrusion, but climate change could 
aggravate the situation, experts and government officials have warned. 
 

The Rongdhonu, which means Rainbow in Bengali, brings the message of our fundamental responsibility to 
care for each other and the world we inhabit.  The ship similarly carries the story of Bangladesh and its people 
to the world. This is where Friendship’s belief lies: building a synergetic relationship with the people and the 
areas in which they work, encouraging a responsibility for the wellbeing of others.  
 

To view the video, please visit the following link http://bit.ly/19BPret. For more information on Friendship, 
please visit www.friendship-bd.org 


